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and À rst sees things with the eyes of the person who wrote the letter-i.e., considers what he writes as true, and is not trying to understand the writer's peculiar opinion as such-so also do we understand traditionary texts on the basis of expectations of meaning drawn from our own prior relation to the subject matter.
3 Setting a paradigm for readers of all kinds of texts, letter-readers, Gadamer claims, rely on their own pre-understanding to enable meaning. 4 Long before Gadamer, Petrarch appreciates fully the paradigmatic nature of the familiar letter for writing as well as reading more generally. But his appreciation, like Gadamer's, derives in turn from traditional texts that shape his own expectations. In Petrarch's case, these texts are not exclusively, but they are most dramatically, Cicero's Letters to Atticus, which Petrarch serendipitously discovers at the Cathedral of Verona in 1345-a discovery that inspires the project of his greatest letter collection, the Familiares, which inspires in turn the humanist fashion for letter-collecting. Petrarch's hermeneutics of intimacy, in other words, belongs to a complex, longstanding and inÁ uential tradition that features Cicero but does not begin with him. For Cicero himself both practices and preaches throughout his letters a rhetoric of intimacy that looks back in turn to, among others, Aristotle, especially Aristotle's ethical and rhetorical writings. In the remainder of this essay, then, I want to sketch what I think is a plausible if partial genealogy of a Petrarchan hermeneutics born from the familiar letter and grounded in the concept
